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Guenter Knop speaks on “The Crafted Photograph” on Wed. Oct. 20
Walking the streets of New York in search of his next
photographic subject, Günter Knop is met with a world
of limitless variation in human form. Coming from
Germany, New York introduced him to variety he’d
never dreamt of. But whether her exterior happens to
be, black or white, the instinct to approach a woman to
be photographed is triggered by her individual
presence. During each shoot a unique chemistry takes
place behind Knop's camera. His understanding of the
curves of the human body partners with his innately
symmetrical eye. He alternates between encouraging
and refining the model's creative expression in what he
calls "the art of correcting not directing." This allows a
woman to be herself and in these moments of honesty
an element of her personality is captured and that
determines the success of an image.

Günter Knop began a career in photography working
with fashion photographer Charlotte March in
Germany, then studied at the Christian-Albrecht
University. Knop later worked with Henry Wolf, Art
Director for Esquire and Harper's Bazaar magazines in
New York for many years. Together they created
trend-setting TV, print and fashion advertising for
major clients. Knop eventually opened a studio of his
own in New York and has been exhibited extensively
in galleries in Germany, Paris and New York.

I first met Günter several years ago at a gathering in
Woodstock and was immediately struck by how
carefully designed each of his images was. Günter's
compositions are unmistakably intentional. In his 2005
book “Guenter Knop on Women”, featuring his
trademark black and white nudes, you find a new story
in every picture. His photographs find common ground
in a sensuality that is discreet enough to attract a
woman and raw enough to appeal to a man, but
ultimately the expressions of beauty in Knop’s pictures
are as diverse as the women themselves.

Here is Günter in his own words:

“Inspiration for
my photographs
comes through
observations of
life and light.
Although I
experiment with
photographic
themes, my
focus is the
translation of
the nude of
everyday
women into
timeless pieces
of art. I work
with 35mm film
because of its
textural quality
and endless
possibilities for
exploration.

The majority of my work is created in the studio where
I can control light, which is my favorite tool. Light is a
silent language that creates visual depth and directs the
viewer to specific points of focus.”

“My set design is influenced by communication with
my subject and as a result the characterization of each
subject varies from shoot to shoot. I photograph only
non-models because they possess a more fluid self-
expression. Some artists draw on the repetition of
themes, but I tend to portray each woman in a different
way than the one before. I find my challenge in the
variation of the approach and in the need to capture the
moment in just one roll of film.”

So come and see how Günter crafts his images out of
light and brings out the soul in his model.
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